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Why is the Gulf of Mexico so important for birds?

òMost roads lead to the Gulf of Mexico ó



395+ Bird Species
Á18 Orders
Á53 Families



Number of Birds Using the Gulf of Mexico

× This estimate only applies to nocturnal migrants with a northward trajectory, thus is a 
conservative estimate (i.e., does not account for any diurnal migration, nor resident birds )

Horton et al. 2019



eBird.org

When is migration?
(using citizen science ðeBird data)

Rare -- Widespread



When is migration?
Nocturnal vs. Diurnal



Migratory Pathways

In general terms, birds make either:

ÁTrans-Gulf Flight ðstraight across

or

ÅCircum -Gulf Flight ðhug the coastline



Migratory Pathways

Means of Assessing Bird Movements

Á Individual Observations

ÁTagging Studies

ÁRadar Ornithology



Individual Observations
(GoMMAPPS Data)

Royal Tern (resident) Band-rumped Storm Petrel (transient)


